[Acute myeloid leukemias: role of growth factors to improve the efficacy of chemotherapy].
Haematopoietic colony-stimulating factors are a group of molecules that can stimulate haemopoiesis. With the advent of recombinant DNA technology and the cloning of their genes, they can be utilized against malignant blood diseases. They might be useful in therapy of acute myelogenous leukaemia either by increasing the efficacy of antileukaemic drugs or by shortening the duration of granulocytopoenia following chemotherapy or bone marrow transplantation. Encouraging results have been obtained, but stimulation of leukaemic cells is not ruled out. Further clinical and biological investigations are required to provide insight into the role of cytokines in treatment of acute myelogenous leukaemia.